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Sept. 28, 1995
MONTANA GAINS WORLD TRADE CENTER, BASED AT UM
MISSOULA The Montana W orld Trade Center, based at The University of Montana - Missoula, will be
established this fall to help expand Montana's export market, Gov. Marc Racicot announced.
"The center promises a major export promotion effort for our state and an opportunity for
us to respond to the changes in the global marketplace resulting from GATT and NAFTA,"
Racicot said. "Exports can significantly increase profits and jobs for the people of Montana. The
Montana World Trade Center will help us capitalize on every opportunity to expand our export
m arket."
Racicot. who will chair the Montana World Trade Center board, discussed plans for the
center at the Board of Regents meeting in Billings Thursday, Sept. 28.
"The World Trade Center is a marvelous step for The University of Montana, but more
importantly for the state and this region," UM President George Dennison said. "The center will
assist businesses and entrepreneurs in this area, helping them to seize the opportunities that are
available."
The center will be headed by career diplomat Charles E. "Sam" Courtney, who has been
U M ’s special adviser on government and international relations for the past year. Courtney will
serve as executive director of the Montana WTC. His past positions include associate director of
the U.S. Information Agency, deputy director of the Voice of America and minister for public
affairs with the American embassies in London and Paris.
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"There are two sides to the benefit from this initiative," Courtney said. "The World Trade
Center will make a real contribution to the economic development in the state and region while
significantly strengthening international business curricula and programs throughout the Montana
University System."
One special feature of the center, Dennison said, is that it will be staffed almost entirely by
student interns, providing invaluable hands-on experience for international business students. Two to
four interns, drawn from international business programs at UM and other Montana schools, will be
on staff at any given time, Courtney said.
Plans call for the Montana World Trade Center to begin operations in November, temporarily
housed in Missoula’s Milwaukee Station. The center, part of UM’s School of Business
Administration, will move to UM’s new business building after construction is completed next fall.
Dennison expressed appreciation to Arthur Renander and Gray Mannakee of G reat Falls, who
gave the license for a Montana WTC to The University of Montana Foundation as an endowment.
The Montana World Trade Center will be one of nearly 300 WTC offices operating in about
85 countries. World Trade Centers offer a wide range of support services for business people
including an exclusive global electronic system for international trade transactions, meeting and
exhibit facilities, educational programs, trade libraries and translation services.
As a nonprofit institution, the center will be funded through contributions to the UM
Foundation, Racicot said, adding that the effort "will not draw upon state resources."

m
Contacts: Sam Courtney, (406) 243-5364; George Dennison, 243-2311; and UM business Dean
Larry Gianehetta, 243-6195. Courtney and Dennison will be at the Regents meeting in Billings.
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